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To the Pariſhioners 


veral Lectures, 1 have here drawn up in as 
little Compaſs as 1 could, and preſent to you, 10 be 


the Town of Harply. 


IV] HAT 1 have at large laid ore Jou in ſe. 


. 
* 
* 


continually by you, as a neceſſary conſtant Monitor 
and Exhorter of you all to that great Duty of which 
it treats, Confirmation, The Succeſs it hag alrea- 
dy bad among you, as it gave me, I muſt ann, 4 


enfible Satisfattion; ſo it made me believe my. elf ; 


oy to give you the Teſtimony and juſt Credit of 
3 


this publick Acknowledgment : And 1 
that not only thoſe of you who have not yet been fo 
happy, will, as they have Opportunity, come in to 
thus their Duty, and ſhare the ineſtimable Bleſſings 
of it; but even others may be encourag d, by your 
Example, to lay afide their idle Prejudices, their 
ſupine Sloth and Negligence, that very unaccounta- 
ble Contempt of this venerable Ordinance, which has 


Deen ſo univerſally and ſo ftrongly rooted in almoſt 


all Sorts of Perſons in our Parts. Our Church- 
Politicians may draw as many . new Schemes as 
their working Brain can ſupply them with ; but 


this one old Way of the Chriſtian Church in gene- 


ral, of our Church of England in particular, C their 
due ſolemn Performance of this divine Ordinance) 
tbis mut be the Method to revive true Chriſtiani- 
ty, effectually to baniſh Irreligion, Prophaneneſs, 
and Imwmurality, and cement ns all in that ardent 
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Love aud Charity, which is the Bond of Pidce on 
Earth, and our only Title to 4 Place in Heaven. 
When all is done, it is true in this Senſe too, tha 


is of the Spirit, is Spirit. And it is undoubtedly 
juſt with God, to deny Succeſs to the Projects and 
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that which is of the Fleſh, is Fleſh ; and that which | 


Inventions of thoſe Men, who deny Obedience to 


the Laws and Inſtitutions he has himſelf appointed 


to that End. That God of hit infinite Mercy would 


look down on this Church and Nation, and by his 


good Spirit, inſpire us all with ſuch 4 Temper of 


Mind, working with ſuitable Endeavours of Pra- 
flice, that, by due Regularity and Conformity to his 


Drs... 
A ſincerely obedient Son of the Church, 
And Lover of his Nation, 


And your affectionate Paſtor, 


HENRY CoLMAN. 
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Lam, we may attain true Piety and Uniformity ; 
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Supper ct 

Anſw. That they be firſt Contemed by 
the Biſhop ; or, at leaſt, be ready and-de- 
ſirous to receive ſuch Confirmation. 

Q. 2. What meaneſt thou ” this Ward, 
Confirmation? 

A, I mean a Sacred Rite in the Church 
of God, in which thoſe who have been 
baptized and inſtrusted in the Fundamen- 
tals of the Chriſtian Religion , come be- 
fore the Biſhop, to make a publick and 
3 Profeſſion of it; and are by the 


N 


Biſhop, (by Laying on of his Hands, wich 
his Prayers and Bleſſing) recommended to 
the Special Grace of God, to enable them 
faithfully to perform ir. 

Q. 3. By what Authority is Confirm: tion 
ar 5 in = G 8 

he Inftitution (and Ceremony 
too T of Con frmation, is derived from the 
conſtant Uſage of the Chriſtian Church, 
and — * Practice of the Apoſtles 
themſelves ; who laid their Hands on ſuch Mii 
as had been baptized, and prayed for them; te 
upon which they received the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

Q. 4. To what Uſes. Was. Confirmation re- 
tained in the Church? z 525 

A. Ameng other, it is retained for 
theſe Four great ones. 

- For Security to the Church, that ſhe 
- be ſatisfied of the Faith of all her 

. None being Confirmed, who 
have not been Baptized in that Faith. 

2. For the Security of the Progreſs of Wt! 
every one of her Members, and their 
Improvement in the Knowledge of True 
Religion: None being Confirmed , but 
ſuch as have been inſtructed in the Fun- 
damental Articles of it, and are able and | 
ready to give an Accdunt of it. 

. For the Releaſe of Godfathers and 
Godmothers ; - Who are hereby publickly 


diſcharged of the Care _ charitably 
took 


OP hap tne I an wy 


e 
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ch Itook upon them in Publick , at che Bap⸗ 
to tiſm of the Child, and to make the Sacra- 
m ment of Baptiſm more venerable. 
4. For the Admiſſion of every Perſoif 
on to the Viſible Memberſhip of the Chriſtian 
Church ; he now putting himſelf , as ir 
1y vwere, into the Hands of the Biſhop , who 
he Wis the Centre of Church-Union ; and the 
h, MBiſhop receiving him into the Body of. 
es the Faithful, of which he is the only Vi- 
ch Miible Governing Head, and admitting him 
m; to the full Privileges af le” / 
ly Q. 5. Mbat Obligations = upon every per- 
0n to be Confirm? 
e- A. 1. The Obligation of the indifpens+ 
ble Duty of Obedience to the Authority 
or Jof the Church, which enjoyns it on ever! 
y one of her Members. 

2. The Obligation of Reaſon mal Tex 
ereſt, in reſpe& of thoſe great Ends and 
\dvantages, to themſelves, to the Church! 
hereof they are Members, and to Chri- 
ſtianity in general; partly mentioned in 
\nſwer to the laft Queſtion. 

3- The Obligation of Abſolute Neceſ- 
ty. For, 1. Confirmation is that Sacred 

Action, in and by which we ratify on our 
part the Covenant of Baptiſm, and make? 
t our own Act and Deed; which, till 


e have done, our Baptiſm i is of no Ad. 
ly Frantage to us. 2. Confirmation is like. 
ly wiſe the Conveyance of all the Privileges 


A 4 and 
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and 4 Affitances of the Chriſtian, 1 
to Men; who have no Reaſon to expect, 
that God ſhould wait upon them in their 
Ways and Methods, whilſt they preſump- 
tuouſly refuſe, deſpiſe, or neglect, what 
he himſelf has inſtituted and ordained for 
that purpoſe. 
Q. 6. What are the Benefits whereof 1 We 
are Partakers thereby? 
A. 1. The Strengthening and Refreſh- 
ing our Souls by the Grace of God. 
2. The Aſſurance of God's Favour and 
Goodneſs to us by this Ordinance. 
. 7. How does this aſſure the Perſon Con- 
fred, of God Favour to bim? 
1 Becauſe God's Immediate Miniſter, 
the Biſhop , who alone is Authorized to 
this Work, does by God's Order, and in 
his Name, bleſs, and admit him to the full 
Privileges of God's Covenant of Grace, 
by an Ordinance appointed by God him- 
ſelf, to that End and Purpoſe... e 
f 'Q. 8. How 13 Can: the Strengthen- 
ing and Refreſhing of the Soul ? 5 
A. By the Gifts and Graces of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt; which are procured by, and 
conferred in, this Sacred. Qreinance on 
thoſe who duly receive it. 
Q. 9. I the Holy Ghoſt given mow, in | 
Laying on of Hands, as to the F * ein | 
For F-- | | 


Ds 
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ſtill imparted. | 

Q. ( 10. Which be Hes 3 

A. The Church her IF pe get the be 
theſe Sevens, Vi, The Spirit of, 7. «4 
dom; and, 2. Underſtanding : The 8 
it. of, 3. Council; and, 4. Gho! ly 
Strength: The Spirit of, 5. * Kpowledge ; 
and, 6, True Godlineſs : The PPS, f 


| 7. The Fear of the Lord. 


Q. 11. What. 1s required of thoſe who c come 
to be Confirmed ? 


A. Some Qualifications ate required”, 


and Fame. Duties. 


Q. 12. H hat are. tbe Devlifeation requin 
rod; of - "Lk Perſons 2. 


H. + Is That, they be ſuch as have been 


That they can ſay 5 Creed, the 


Long) > Prayer, and the Ten Command- 


ments; and. anſwer to ſuch. other Queſti- 
ons, as in the ſhort Catechiſm are con- 
tained. 


3. That they be of Competent Age, 


and: inſtructed. to underſtand the Nature 
and "ER of that Solemn Vow, and 
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Promiſe; afid Profefſion; made; in 
Names, by their Sufeties at a 55. 


tiſm. 
4. That hey” be fach 28 have not been 
4 al 12287 er nen e 
| hs "O44 35 bet 4 are "the Datiet required * 
futh Per nr? Acute 400841849117 
4. co are ſuch as relate either! to 
| their Preparation for, or their Behaviour 
1 at, or their Conduct after C Confirmation. 
E 'Q 14. What are the Difries Na r to 
Confirmation? © 3 09 
A. Repentance, Iberebr they forlale 
Sin And Faith, "whereby whey: ſtedfaſtly 


4 believe the Promiſes of God. made to 
Ul them. je: 10 z | 
* * TVhat are the Duties be Confirm P 
; 4 dien 17 0 n 

. T r. *Confeffion ; or Profeſſion : : 

| Were they do, in alle Frelsnoe of 


God and the Congtegation, renew the 
Solemn Vow and Promiſe, made in their 
Name at Baptiſm; ratifying and confirm- 
ing the ſame in their on Perſens ; ac- 
knowledgi LY themſelves bound to believe 
and do tho Things, 0 Fe 
then and Godtmothers \ & chen poem 
_ vow for them. 
Solemn Dedication 5 themſelves to 
God, by formal Contract, and Promiſe of 
Obedience : In that Anſwer to tlie Biſnop 


11 1 | 
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16. What are the Duties relating to their 


C ondutt after Confirmation? 
. 4. 1. A particular form d i Refolution 
to kee whar they now promiſe in this 
Profeſſion and Dedication; Ferily, by G 
Help, Ts oat. 
q- Thankfgiving to. God for this Ineſti- 
mable Benefit / Nate thank dur Heaven- 


tz. Father ,, abo bath called. ut f8:this Fete. off 


Salvation cott lo 551%, tide 

- 3. Conſtant Eameſt Nmyer 59; Gad, to- 
enable them to make good: this their En- 
gagement, and obtain the End of their 
Endeavouts, the Salvation of their Souls: 
1 pray unto Gad ro 5 me his, Grace „ that £ 
may continue in the ſame, here * Lives 


| end. 735 22 


4. Receiving; as 1 "of the 
Body and Blood of our Lord, as ſoon af- 
ter as may be; and Coming to it ever af- 
ter as oft as they have Opportunity: : That 
being the Stirring up-and Refreſhing thoſe- 
Graces ,” which »they now receive in this, 


| Sacred Ordinance of: Confirmation. E Sith 
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Q. Q 1. K. "Har they be comes &e The 


1 "Words 'of the Ghurch in her 

Rubri ck © Fr is, Order) at the end of 
this Service of Confirmation are:: theſe; 

cc And there ſhall none be admitted to — 

Holy Communien, until ſuch time as he 

©:heConfirmed; ;or de ready and deſirous to 


« be Confirmed.” Likewiſe in her Office, 
for the Baptiſm of thoſe of Riper Years, 


who anſwer for themſelves, yet-it 3 
ech in the Firſt Rubrick, at the end of it, 


may be, thee: 1 he may be admitted to 


4 the Holy Communion ; So that ſhe 


owns no one to be of her Communion, 
who by their own Fault are not Con- 
firmed. 

Q. 2. A. I mean a Sacred Rite in the Church 
of God, in which thoſe who, &Cc. This is ta- 
ken from the Words of the Church, Canon 
60, where ſhe thus defineth Confirmation ; 
I The Biſhop laying on his Hands on Chil- 
*dren that have been Baptized and inftru- 
8 cted 1 in the Catechiſm of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, 


Mo NOTES rp len vy 0 on the 


| © gion, and pray ing over them, and blef- 
5e ſing them, which is called Confirmation: 
Which Prayer and Bleſſing is the very Re- 
commendation I here mention, -as Appears 
by che Words of them in this Office: The 
Farther Proof of which, and the ſeveral 
Parts of it will appear in the ſeveral Parts 
of the Explanation of this Catechiſm to 
which I refer them, as they oc ut. 
2.3. By:what Authority i Confirmation in- 
ſtituted in the Ghurch? A. Him the conſunt 
Uſage, of the:Church, and undouùted Pradice of 
the Apoſtles thernſetvesy. who:laid Hands, Ac. 
For the Uſage of the Church, the Wris 
ters of every Age atteſt ĩt both for the Greeł 
and Latin Church; but I ſhall cite only 
St. Ferom, -who ſpeaks thus, of Doſt thou 
not know it to be a Cuſtom of the 
Church, to lay Hands-on thoſe. whoure 
Baptized; and to beg Gods Spirit td come 
dovun upon them? If you ask me where it 
< is written, I anſwer, in the Ad of the 
* Apoltles;. yet if the whole Scripture. were 
% ſilent in this Matter, the: Cuſtom of the 
© whole World in this Particular would obs 
“ tain the Force of àa Command. And a 
little lower; I deny not (fays he) that 
© *ris the Cuſtom of the Church, that the 


"PE. ” a.” by 9 


Cw, hdd = Wo TH 5 vv a” 


re ſhould go abroad, and lay on his 
. WH Hands, and pray for the Gifts of the 


«Deacons have already Baptized in remote 
$2912 i «Villages 


n 


L101 
© Villages and Coutitrey Towns.” 2 lou 


* 


contra LuciferanosÞ * © 010 

For the Practice 0e che Apoſtles, theſe 
Tuo places of Scripture are ſufficient Au- 
thority, AZ 19. to Verſe 6: It tame to paſi, 
while Apollo was at Corinth, that Pauly'when 
be had paſſed through the upper Coaſts, came to 
Epheſus ; where be found certain Diſciples;' and 


ſaid unto them , Have ye received the Holy Ghoſt 
ſince ye believed? And they ſaid unto Sa, V 
bade not ſo much as heard whether tbere be any 
Holy Ghift or no; und be ſaid unto tbem, Into 


what wire Jon e baptized 2 and they ſaid, 
Unto fobn's' Baptiſm. Then ſaid mg — ve- 
rily baptized with the Baptiſm of R A 
ſaying. unto the People, tha they. ſhould 2 believe 
in him who was to tome after bim; that as, in 
Chrift Jeſus. Men they heard this, they à ere 
baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus ; 3 and 
when Paul had laid bis Hands upon them, they 
received the Holy Gboft. Again Ad, 8. 14, 
25, 16, 17. When the Apoſtles that were af 
Feru|, alem Beard ſay, 4 Samaria bad recei- 
ved rhe Nord of God, they ſent unto them Be- 
ter and Fobn, who when they were come down, 
prayed for them, that | they: might "receive tbe 
Holy Ghoſt, (for as yet he was fallen upon none 
of them, only they were baptized in the Name 
of the Lerd Feſus).; then laid they their Hands 
on them, and they received the Holy. Ghoſt. | | © 
We fad i in theſe Plain. Serdpaieony evety 


Parr requize by our Church to Confirma- 
tion: 


a wi 


tion: The Perſons ro be Confirnied. are 
Baptized Catechized Chriſtians ; ſo muſt 
hey be with us: The Perſons Confirming 
are only Apoſtles ; with us His 1s ers 
to the Biſhops alone: The Cbrefr 
ompleated by laying on of Hands, 465 
Prayer; ſo muchi, and no môref is in uſe 
here: The Effect is, giving the HolyGhoft: 
ſo our Church prays, and this' expiocts, ang : 
cue Receivers experience: . 
4. A. 1. Fr ſecurity of rhe ch 1 
ſhe may be ſatisfy d of the Faith, & ccc. 
The Church is accountable to God for 
the:Sdal of every ne oſ its Members thus 
we find our Lord three times over charging 
them to feed his Sheep; his Lambs, even 
the meaneſt of the Fold, Fobs 21. 15. And 
the Angels (that is, the Biſhops, the Church 
Governors) are charged with the good or 
ill Behaviour of theſeveral Churches under 
them, in the Epiſtles to the Seven Church- 
es of Aſia, Rev: 24 and 3d Chapters: That 
i= Wherefore ſhe may diſcharge this Truſt faiths 
- fully, as ſhe ſends ker Under Officers to 
„B aptize them id che Faith, and commands 
be Sureties to be 3 for the Infant there, 
ae ſo ſhe requires every one to have a Godfa- 
e ther or - Godmother at Confirmation; (in 
1s tze laſt Rubrick, at the end of the Cate- 
ehiſm) which fhouldbe thoſewho-anſwerd 
for them ut the firſt; to be Witmeſs of their 
being confirmed in the. Faith, as they were 
of- their being baptized in it, 2. For 


Ws 


TY For ſecurity.of rb Pegreſid be 
a Improvement in tue fin che 
— The being Bap ptized ip the 
of liale Stegit, bee Lach, or Þ 
roſęlxts, if it if it ſtick there; the C — * 
E takes] cars to) ſee.to.the; . 

Proficiency,of & Rig, as Welles 
mal eee nd t 

Perſonally to Account, to Kno what, they 
have learnt and ungerſfand: of itz deſigning 
no doubt, that both they who. t dee d 
the Child that learns ſhould pe made perle ect 


berg fries 


in; the; Knowledge: of thoſe MN yndamental 


Cate 


Articles ef-REligid Im the 
Auen by che — of this Account 
Which, they know »will : be }, exacted.. of 
| them. 2 k vas . „blog: to fler 2 Gadn 728 
3. Hor the Reladle . e and Sele. 
them aubo, are beteby ipublichly Diſc ee G 
For as God bas entruſted the hurchy | 
has the Church entruſted Godfathers, and 
Godmothers, a5; Aſſiſtants to the. bs 
and to ſupply their Place in Want of them, 
wich the Care of ede e me. an 
cting the Young: Members of Chriſt, 
without: this Sponſion, the: | gy 
Baptiſm, (except in ſuchCaſes in which 
they cannot be gat) z as may be ſeen in her 
Rubrick and Service of Baptiſm, both ſor In- 
fants, !apd-gvers thoſe of Riper Tears) and 
they rertainly-/ owe: that Eidelity to: the 
ende I r. 20 
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Godin that Important Point ; they are here 
therefore ſummoned, that it may be known 


| how faithful they have been to that Truſt ; 


and there is no doubt but thoſe who have 
conſcienciouſly performed it,ſhall receive a 
ſpecialReward from God; for their Fidelity 
to the Chureh; Love to the Souls of their 
Neighbours, Zeal for God's Glory; and 
thoſe who do not, let them in time think on it. 
All which Care of the Church in calling 
the Child and Godfather to Account in this 
Manner, and ſolemnly Diſcharging him, 
and transferring the Obligation to the Per- 
ſon, who is himſelf concern'd, by a publick 
Profeſſion of his own Aſſent and Conſent, 
and Promiſe of ſtanding by it; this, I ſay, 
juſtly makes the Sacrament of Baptiſm Ve- 
nerable, and frees it from all Malicious Ac- 
cuſations: Whatever Noiſe ſome make for 
Actual Faith and Repentance; whatever o- 
thers as unreaſonable are wont to attribute 
totheir ownPowerfulPreachingunwarranta- 
bly; or others to a Light within them, even 
blaſphemouſly, is here truly and really per- 
formed in a Sacred Ordinance of God's Ap» 
pointment : "Twas certainly no trifling 
Matter, which the Church of God was fo 
very ſolicitous in; andaltho' Baptiſm was ad- 
miniſtred to them in an Age in which they 
were unaccountable, as knowing nothing 
which was done; yet they find that G- 
thers were then reſponſible for them, an 
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VV 3 
as ſoon as they come to be anſwerable for 
any Thing, they muſt, in a ſpecial manner, 
be anſwerable for this Sacred Action. God's 
Grace admits Infants to Covenant, and the 
Churches Charity durſt not exclude them, 
but both require their Perſonal Engage- 
ment, when of Age, to make good the Co- 
venant to them, and appoint this Ordinance 
ERR LT. YE: 
4. For the admiſſion of every one into the 
Memberſhip of the Church of Chriſt, &c. 

The Neceſſity of Church Memberſhip is | 
what I think no Chriſtian can deny, or | 
doubt, the Church being the Ark, the only | 
Refuge from the Deluge of God's Wrath 
on Sinners, 2 Pet. 3.21. And as there i no 
Name under Heaven given unto Men, whereby 
they may be ſaved, but that of Chrift Feſus, 
As 4. 12. So that Salvation given through 
his Name, is conferred in, and annexed | 
to the Church by him, to which he daily 
adds ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, Acts 2. 37. By 
this Admittance we are no more Strangers 
and Foreigners, but Fellow Citizens of the 
Saints, and of the Houſhold of God; built 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Jeſus. Chriſt himſelf being the 
Chief Corner Stone, In whom all the Build- 
ing fitly framed together, groweth up into a Ho- 
ly Temple in the Lord, Eph. 2. 19, &c. But 
as for others, they are without Chriſt, Ali- 
ens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, Strangers 
; ; | from 
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for from the Covenant of the Promiſe, having no 


ier, Hope, and without God in the World, V. 12. 
d's The Church is the Body of which Chriſt is 
the WM Head; and as that diſpenſes Life and Spiritto 
n, every ſound Member of the Body, but can- 


3e · not animate any that is not a Memberof the 
,0- ſame Body, ſo neither the Vital Influen- 
ce ¶ ces and Communications of the Holy Spirit 
cannot be participated of, but by thaſe 
he only who are Members of that Body 

o which alone that Spirit belongs. 
is He that is not a Branch, partakes not of 
or the Root; therefore he that does not take 
ly care to be ingrafted on that Stock, or af- 
th {Wccrwards by juſt Cenſure of the Church is 


cut off, or by his own Schiſmatical Temper 


cuts off himſelf, or by his vicious one (tho 
1, not cenſured ) effectually falls off, cannot 
h {Wexpet to enjoy that Fruit and Fatneſs 
d which is derived from the true Root only, 
„Kom. 11. Which Neceſſity of Communion 
y Wis of ſuch Importance to Men, that it is 


made one of the Twelve Fundamental Ar- 
| ticles of our Creed, in which we profeſs 
t to believe one Carbolick Church, the Commu- 
dio of Saints. . | | 5 

2 Confirmation is inſtituted and ordained 


ia the Church, to be the Inſtrument of 


that Admiſſion: By this every individual 
t Chriſtian is let into the Privileges of that 
Body, the Catholick Church, the Commu- 
nion of Saints; he comes in Perſon _— 
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the Biſhop to ſue out his Freedom as it 
were, and claim his Right; he publickly 
declares his Faith, and promiſes to ſtand 
by and live up to it, as the neceſſary Terms 
and Conditions of the Admiſſion which he 
deſites: Upon which the Biſhop, by Au- 
thority to that end committed to him by 
the Church, doth give him that Admiſſion; 
and by lay ing on of his Hands, and pray- 
ing for, and Bleſſing every one ſeverally, 
gives them Power to join themſelves to the 
Communion of the Church in the Lord's- 
Supper ( which before they were notiper- 
mitted to do) which is the actual Inveſti- 
ture and inſtating them in the Poſſeſſion of 
that Memberſhip by this publick Proceſs. 
It is true, Inferior Miniſters admit Infants 
into the Boſom of the Church, and that 
truly and fully, in caſe of Mortality while 
they are Infants, but that Admiſſion, and 
Baptiſm it ſelf, is only an Act of Grace, 
and Proviſional againſt Accidents, and muſt 
be compleated by this of Confirmation. 
Ibid. Who 3s the Center of Church-Uni- 
en: It being, as in all Corporations, left in 
his Hands who is the Head and Repreſen- 
eative, to manage that, by Authority, and | 
according to the Laws, of the Body: For 
the Church is a large diffuſive Body, ſpread 
over the Face of the whole Earth, even 
whereſoever the Lord our God hath called 
any, Ads, 2. 39. and is therefore e | rh 
Ne | thoiic 
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it i cholick or Univerſal; yet tho fo different 
y and diſtant in Perſons and Places, it is ſtil 
d incorporate into one entire Body, and 
1s joined together in the ſtricteſt Union; 
e Internally (which chiefly reſpects the E- 
- IM le&, the Inviſible, but only true Members) 


y I by the Bonds of Faith, Hope, and Charity; 


1: WW Externally (which reſpects all the viſible 
/- Profeſſors however Nominal only) by the 
y, publick Seals of Sacrament, Preaching the 
16 Word, and Government; the Head of 
this Church is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt on- 
r- ly in Heaven, at the Right Hand of God; 
j- he by his own Blood purchaſed her to him- 
of Wl ſelf, and by his Holy Spirit reſident with 
ſs. her in his Name to the End of the World, 
ats gives her Life, and Nouriſhment, and Vi- 
t gor, incre aſing her with the Increaſe of God. 


On Earth, her Head for the viſible Govern- 


ſingle Perſon ſince our Saviour went to 
Heaven; but at firſt this Adminiſtration 


was intruſted equally with every one of the 
vi- College of the Twelve Apoſt] es, Matt. 10. 
in John 20. 21, 22, 23. (To whom St. Paul 
was afterward by ſpecial Commiſſion ad- 


ded, Gal. c. 1, & 2. 2 Cor. 11. 28. 1 Cor. 


or 9. 1.) And after their Deceaſe devolved 


on the Bench of Biſhops (an Order con- 
ſtituted to this very purpoſe, and in ſeveral 
Places put into Peſſeſſion of this Authority 
by the Apoſtles themſelves, even in their 
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ment of the Church, never was any one 


own 
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own Times,) who, like the Apoſtles, equal 
among themſelves, have a Priority of Or- 
der, and Superiority of Juriſdiction too, o- 
V er all the Church of God, not only the Or- 
dinary common Flock, but even thoſe who 
are ſet over them as Paſtors, by being con- 
ſecrated in Sacred Orders. The Govern- 
ment of the whole Church, is, by Divine 
Inſtitution (and even Apoſtolical it ſelf, is 
in this Caſe immediately ſo) and uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion from the Times of the 

Apoſtles, in all but a very few ( and till 
of late Years Univerſally in all) Churches, 
committed to, and exerciſed by Biſhops, to 
whomisgiventheCommiſſion inChriſt'sſtead 
to overlook all the Members of the Church, 
bothLay andClergy too; for tho' ourOffice 
of Prieſthood be of undoubtedly immediate 
DivineInſtitucion,yetby the ſame Divineln- 
ſtitution, it is ſubject to the Biſhops Ordina- 
tion, Inſpection, Direction, Correction; 
and thus the Church of God has always un- 
derſtood it, and practis d; and all this ſuf- 
ficiently appears from the Epiſtles of St. 
Paul to Timothy and Titus, themſelves Biſnops, 
purpoſely treating of theſe things. 
Thus is the Biſhop the Center of Uni- 
on, as being the only , viſible Governing 
Head of the Church (as a Church) by 
whom all: the Eſſentials of the Church are 
managed, and that independently of all o- 
thers under Chriſt, in relation to Matters 
ny was =*" madly 
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purely Spititual. Thus he only is acknow- 
ledged to have power to receive into the 
Church, he only to exclude out of it. 


Therefore Confirmation andOrdination, by 


* ; 


the one of which all Chriſtians are admit- 
ted to the Memberſhip of the Church of 
God, by the other ſome are deputed to 
certain Authorities and diſtinct Services in 
the Church of God, were always con- 
feſſed to belong to the Biſhops Prero- 
gative to be diſpenſed by them only. 
And Excommunication, which is throwing 
out of the Communion of the Church ſuch 
as by their notorious Offences and Incorri- 
gibleneſs haye deſerved it, ( called in the 
Apoſtles Days1deliwery to Satan, 1 Cor. 5.5. 
1 Tim. 1. 20.) is the ſole Prerogative of 
the ſame Order of Biſhops too. For tho 
theſe ſeveral Authoritative ARs are often 
and muſt ſometimes be executed by Prieſts, 
yet are they anſwerable to their reſpective 
Biſhops in the Exerciſe of that -; and the 
Power by which they act in thoſe Caſes, is 
by Commiſſion delegated from him: And 
from this Power inveſted in the Biſhop, it 
is plain he is the Center of Church Union: 
And being in ſo ſpecial manner the Repre- 
ſentative of the Church, all her Members, 
as many as deſire to be of her Communion, 
are obliged to appear before him, to receive 
from his Hands an Authentick Admiſſion, 
and Publick Recognition and Acknowledg- 
ment that they are her Members. Q. 5. 
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© What Ob; ations, G A. 1. 1416 
1 0 Dar of Obe⸗ ienee fo the A ey ah ef the 1 


Church, &c. 

Which Obedhepce is Facred? and abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and obliges under Penalty 
of ded and poſitive Sin: For Chriſt, who' 
hath intrufted her with the Care of Souls, 
the Price of his Blood, has veſted her with 
his Authority to make that Care of hers ef- 
fectual; As my Father hath ſent me, fo ſend I | 
you, Join 20. 21. Verih, I jay unto von, 
bat oe ver ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound 
in Heaven ; and whatſoever ye ' ſhall looſe on 
Earth ſhall: by looſed in Heaven, Matth. 18 18. 
Not for a Time only is this Authority, or 


Perſonal to the Apoſtles; bur, Lo, 1 am 


with you always, unto the end of the world, 
Matth. 28 20. That is ſure in the Perſon 
of their Succeſſors; and this Submiſſion is 
therefore exacted of all; Obey them that have 


the Rule over you, { that Place i 15 neceMlarily 
meant of Church:Rulers ), and he that ne- 
glects to hear the Church, let him be to thee 
4 Heathen Man and a Public can, Matt. 18 18. 
That is, he is to be excommunicate, caſt 


out of the Society of Chriſtians, no more to 


be reckoned among, or converſe with them 
on Earth; and in conſequence of that juſt 


Sentence, which fhall be ratified in Hea- 
ven, he ſhall be ſtruck out of the Commu- 
nion of God's Children there, the Heirs of 
chat promiſed Inheritance of Glory, and 
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ſhall be again involved in his State of Na- 
ture, the State of Wrath, till by Satisfa- 
dion and Penance he be reconciled to 
God, and to, and by, the Church: He rbet 
receiveth you, receiveth me, is ſtill as true; 
and they that contemn and diſobey the 
Church, will be found to he, not to men, 
but to God. „ „ eee ene, 
2. Obligation of | Reaſon and Intereſt, in 
reſpect 0 the great Advantages Hence ars+ 
Jing, r.. 71513 Hi Gia 25467 2a} of 
1. To themſelves ; to every ſingle Pet- 
ſon. For it is (as I ſhow'd, 9. 4.)::the 
great Security of their Faith, the- great 
Means of their Improvement, the great 
Inſtrument by whieh they are made Mem- 
bers of Chriſt in his Church; and there. 
fore is as Advantageous, as all theſe Privi- 
leges can be to them: Tis alſo the Aſus» 
rance of God's Favour to them, and the 
Strengthning of their Souls by the Holy 
Ghoſt : (as we ſhall ſee Q. 6.) ?Tis a great 
Strengthner of their Faith, being the Pub- 
lick Faith of the wholeChurch they profeſs; 
and a great Advantage, eſpecially by ear» 
ly Tincturing their firſt Years in Religion, 
and Training up every one from a Child in 
the way he ſhould go; that. when he is old he 
may not depatt from it. 
2. To the Church, of which they are 
Members. By procuring the hearty con- 


ſtant Obedience of her Members. For 
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the great Cauſe of that Unnatural Strange 


neſs between the Sons and their Mother, a 
and Cold Affections where there ought 
ro be the Deareſt Love; is certainly for f 
want of 4 due, Senſe of that Relation. 
_ Men are ticularly bred up under het Tui- In 
tion and Guardianſhip , with ſome flight Ill 
formal Education, which they return with t 
as formal Good Words and Complements ; In 
but were they ſenſible of the Tender Care i: 
ſhe has taken for them in their Great One 
Thing Neceflary ; did they feel the Effect It 
of that Tender Care, in daily partaking t 
of the Proviſion. ſhe has made for them; Ip 
they would not fail to return it with a true , 
Filial Love, and be endear'd in the Ten- 4 
dereſt Affections to her, whoſe Bowek n 
they find ſo yern , her Soul ſo knit to C 
them. Superſtition and Ignorance made Wc 
Men blindly obey the Oppreſſions of a My, 
Raging Beaſt, and Tyrannical Church; NA 
but the true Love of God and Goodnels, Mc 
and the ſenſible Experience of ſuch Affe. Ip, 
ctionate Charity, as the True Mother, Wc, 
the True Church of God, deals out to a II 
her Children, would make them more Hor 


zealoully love and honour her. And as St. 
Faul makes it his Argument, Gbey them that 


bave the Rule over you', for. bey watch; fer 
your Souls: So it is not ut all roo much to 
fay-, that ont may give a red Gul 
How much Men value their Souls,” 175 
a 8 Love 
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Lore and Obedience they willingly” pay 
to thoſe that do watch for them. 
Belides, this AR of Confirmation adds 
further Bonds; and in a manner takes a 
perſonal Obligation of every one, to fub- 
mit and be obedient to her. For the Per- 
ſon that comes to be Confirmed, does by 
that Action expreſs his Deſire of being ad- 
mitted to the Communion of the Church, 
in which he receives Confirmation: He 
puts himſelf actually into the Hands of 
the Biſhop, her Repreſentatire; and 
thereby acknowledges him for his True 
Paſtor; and gives him, as it were, Faith 
ue and Pledge of his Submiffiop to him, in all 
n- I Things as ſach ; Which is à great Help to 
etz maintain the Reverence due to the Divine 
to Order, and the moſt powerful Cement of 
Church- Union, which is not to be preſer- 
ved without this. (Vid. above, Q. 4.9 
And doubtleſs,” as all true Conſcientious 
ls, Chriſtians canmorburbe very renderof thoſe 
fe. Fathers, from whom they receive their 
r piritual Hife; fo common Reaſon, and 
all Honour, and Honefty ; will make every 
one reflect on that Sotemn Act of Submil- 
ſion, made in the Preſence of God, and 
his Church, the Congregation , and be- 
lieve it as Obligatory às any other Con- 
tract; and therefare, no mare dares to be 
a Murmürer painſt; a Separatift 'in , os 
Schiſmatick from the Church, and her 
„„ 1 Laws 
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laful Authority, than Seditious, Factious, 
or a Rebel to that of the State. Could 
Men be made throughly ſenſible of this 
important Point (and the ſenſible Advan- 
tages they would reap by her Ordinances, 
this of Confirmation eſpecially, is the beſt 
way to make them ſo) they would not u- 
ſurpupon, nor kick againſt, nor contuma- 
ciouſly fly in the Face of her, whom, az 


they muſt acknowledge from Authority. of 


plain Scripture, to be their lawful Sove- 
reign (V. I. A. of this Q. whom they would 
experimentally find a moſt kind indulgent 
Mother, (A. 2.) ſo they have actually ten- 


dred their Submiſſion to, and perſonally: 


received the Bleſſing of Sons from, and 
that in the moſt formal and ſolemn manner 


3. To Chriſtianity in general. For what 
is ſo advantageous to every particular 
Church, and to every individual Member, 
is certainly ſo to the Univerſal Church, 


which is made up of thofe particular 


Churches, thoſe individual Members, - all 
making up one Body ſo cloſely united, 


that whether one Member ſuffer, all the, Men- 


| bers ſuffer with it, or one Member be honoured, 


all the Members rejoice with it, as St. Paal 


aſſerts, 1 Cor, 12. 26. But more . particu: 
larly, on, 22 | 


This Admiſſion into the Body. of Chri- 


ſtians gives us a new Spiritual Relation, 
| : and 


CC ee 7]—˙³ð¾,jᷣ — 


. 


7 W ws tt e oo 2a ca P W Ff > aA Aa . an la 


DD a a. / WI US au bo ey __— 


—_— e «ws © 


and is a ſtrong Bond of Charity, the Eife 
us, and Soul of all Chriſtianity. Fhus St. 
ld Paul urges them to keep the Unity of the 
his Spirit in the Bond of Peace, from this moſt 
n- indearing Conſideration ; For there is one 
es, Body and one Spirit, even as we are called in 
eſt W ene hope of our calling; one Lord, one Fuith, 
u- cne Baptiſm, one. God, and Father of us al, 
la- Epheſ. 4. 5, &c. Thoſe. who have the 
as ſame End and Intereſt, the ſame Hopes 
of and Fears, the ſame Friends and Foes, 
Ve- cannot but have the fame Mind and Soul. 
ad Now by Confirmation we deſignedly join 
ent our ſelves in ſuch an Aſſociation ; and as 
2n- Nature creates a dearer Relation between 
ly thoſe of one Blood, City, Country, and 
nd Nation; ſo does Grace a much ſtronger in 
ner ie of the ſame Faith, ſame Hope, ſame 
Spirit. ö 
hat It is a great Preſervative againſt falling 
lar W away, and being ſeduced from our Reli- 
er, gion. The Ignorant are the eaſy Prey of 
ch, Wl ſubtle inſinuating Seducers, who lie in 
lar wait to deceive; but they who are ballaſt- 
all ed with a good Stock of Knowledge, are 
ed, not to be blown away with every Wind of 
n. DoGrine, Epheſ. 4. 14. They know in 
e, whom they have believed, remember the 
al ſolemn Engagement they have made, 
cu: taſte and ſee that it is good for them to 
hold faſt unto God; they can anſwer for 
i- their Mother the Church from their own 
| B 3 Expe- 
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eee and find out thoſe Pretenders, 
that ſay they are Fews,' and are not, but. are 
the Synagogue of Satan, Rev. 2. 9. They 
ſearch and try the Spirits, 1 John 5, r. and 
1 finding them come in their own Name, 
= - not with the Word of God, are not like 
1 to follow them, knowing they have al- 
ready the words of Eternal Life, Ibid. 6. 9. 
Nor is it a leſs Encouragement to live 
up to the Rules and Precepts of it, than 
to retain the Profeſſion; for we do in this 
Sacred Action of Confirmation, publiekly 
own our being Baptiz d into the Name of 
Chriſt; we ſhow by our repeating the Fun- 
damental Parts of Chriſtianity, that we un- 
derſtand it; and by our coming to be Con- 
firmed, our defire to be admitted into the 
Number of the Diſciples, and Profeffors 
of it, we defy Satan in the Face of the 
Sun, in the Face of God and Man; and 
of our own free Motion and deliberate 
Choice, we undertake, and wich our ow] 
Mouth pronounce War againſt him, re- 
nouncing him and all his Works, with his 
two Grand Accomplices, Enemies to God 
and Us, the World and Fleſh : We as de- 
liberately and ſolemnly chuſe the Lord to 
be our God, promiſe in all things wo 
lieve, and follow, and ſerve him only, t 
our Lives End. We are therefore Vit. 
neſſes againſt ourſelves, when at any time 
we come ſhort of this Reſolution, and 
behaye 
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behave our ſelves frowardly in tliat Cot 
venant, and do not ſerve the Lord, and 
obey his Voice: And the thoughts of this 
will be a good Spur when we are at any 
time almoſt weary, and begin to faint in 
our Minds; for what Conſcience can bear 
this Reflection, Out. of thine own Month: 
will I judge thee, thou ( flothful and) wicked” 
Servant, Luke 19. 22. Out of his own. 
Mouth ſhall the Wretch be Convicted and 
Condemned, and before God, Angels aud 
Men, be confounded and ſilenced, whom 
he has cal d all to witneſs againſt him. 
We receive the Graces of the Holy 
Ghoſt in this Ordinance of Confirmation; 
ſo that this is literally a great ſtrengthener 
and confirmer of every Perſon, to go on 
with, and finiſh the Work of Chriſtianity. 
God here confirms his Covenant of Grace 
to us, which he in part beſtowed on us in 
Baptiſm, ſo far as that State required, 
and now enlarges our Portion according @ 
our advanced Condition. But this I ſhall 
meet with again immediately, and therefore 
ſhall not more inſiſt on here. 
Confirmation therefore, which is ſa 
great a Foundation of Brotherly Love 
and Charity, ſuch enlarger of that Light, 
and thereby ſtrengthener of the Commu- 
nion of Chriſtians, ſuch an Encourager of 
Purity, ſo great an Inſtrument of the Per- 
ection of Chriſtianity, is certainly on all 
+; B 4 .- - thele. 
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theſe Accounts to be looked upon as the 
nobleſt Means to promote Chriſtianity in 
general, and therefore to be ſeriouſly uſed 
3. Obligation of abſolute Neceſſity. With. 
out Confirmation little will be made of 
our Religion. 1. Baptiſm is of no Ad- 
vantage without it, for it cannot carty 
us to Salvation; for. tho' it convey to us 
excellent Gifts, the. Grace and Favour of 
God, (whereas we were by Nature born in 
Sin, and Children of Wrath) the Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit of God, which is in Bap- 
tiſm conferr'd on us ſo far as befitted our 
then State and Capacity; yet becauſe: all 
is done by way of Covenant, . and Cove-. 
nants are always in their own Nature Con- 
ditional, and two Parties at leaſt muſt be 
concern'd in it, both which Parties muſt; 
know, aſſent aud conſent to what is done, 
to make it of force and obligatory.:. 
Therefore, I ſay, even the Covenant of 
Baptiſm is not ſufficient and effectual with- 
out the Complement of Confirmation. 
_ *Tis plainly an Act of Grace, and Provi- 
ſional only (like the Actions of Guardians 
for their Ward during their Minority) 
and both muſt when they come to Age of. 
Diſcretion, ratify and confirm the Deed, 
and make it their own-by their Allowance 
and Approbation. Baptiſm is not Bap- 
tiſm, the Covenant is no Covenant, to 
WADI] | him 


FVV mp, ww OO 


$7 Ge wed % #7 * - FR 3 „ N 3 - bd} * 38 8 * 7 
* * % "&.; Ds N ; * : 
f ; 
4 e 
* * 0 
4 * — 7 
* * 


him who when he comes to know what has 
been done for him, enters not his Perſo- 
nal Engagement, and declares himſelf that: 
he. will ſtand by it. Tis on this Conditi- 
on only, the Church admits Infants to. 
Baptiſm (V. Catechiſm, My then are. In 
fants, &C.) EVER bo a. 
2. Confirmation is likewiſe the Convey- 
ance. of all the Privileges and Aſſiſtances 
of Chriſtianity, to Men, and therefore as. 
neceſſary. as are the Bleſſings it conveys to 
them. This I think is plain, becauſe it is, 
the Inſtrument of our Admiſſion into the. 
Memberſhip of the Church, (V. ©. 4. 
A. 4.) that Body of Chriſt, to which. 
with ſpecialty all the Promiſes ate made, 
and to her annext. (15id.) In conſequence: 
of this Incorporation, we receive our ſhare: 
of Adoption, and all the Benefits that in- 
titles us to, and of all the Means of Grace 
both outward and inward, that God has. 
provided. for us, by which to bring us to- 
the Poſſeſſion of it; herein we liſt our 
ſelves under Chriſt's Banner, as at Bap- 


tilm it was promiſed we ſhould do; and 


therefore here We receive the whole. Armour 
of God, neceſſary to our warfare, even the 


power of. the. Holy. Ghoſt, (V. Q. 3, & 28, 9, 10.) 
to which I refer what is more to be ſaid: 


of it.) This I think abundantly proves the: 


Neceſſity of being Confirmed ; ſince in. 


this Ordinance we receive all the Bene- 
; B 5 + 2 
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fits of Chriſtianity ; and Baptifm it ſelf is of 


no uſe till thus compleated by i 

Objection. Are not all Graces given in 
the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's upper : 
Is not That the Conveyance of all the 


Hleſſings of God to the worthy Communi- 
cant? He therefore that duly receives the 


Body and Blood of our Lord, ſhall he want 
any thing that God can give him, tho he 
be not Confirm'd before he come to re- 
ceive them? And if they be all derived to 


 Communicants in the Sacrament , what 


Loſs can there be in not coming for that in 


this Ordinance of Confirmation; and what 


need of iu? 35 
Anſwer. Or of any thing elſe (they might 


ſay, and certainly mean, if they durſt ſpeak 


plain. ) It is,” God knows, no riew thing 
for Men to deſpiſe the Leading-Strings of 
Ordinances, tho of God's Appointment ; 
They can go to Heaven in their own 
Strength without Prieſts or Church it ſelf : 
But a kind of ambulatory Synagogue to be 


ſet up and taken down as their Humour fits; 


and ſcorn to be oblig'd to God or Man to 


help them: But as for theſe Wretches the 
Lord even the Lord rebuke them, Zech. 3. 2. 
But for the ſake of ſome who have been de- 


ceived by this plauſible Argument: I ſhall 


anſwer, . 151,40 Qian i359 virions 

1. That we are not at liberty to judge in 
the Caſe ; the way in which we muſt walk 
| | Le 
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1 34 E 
being chalkt out to us by the Command of 
God, and the Authority of his Church: S 
that to run otherwiſe is to run unlawfully %* 
which, how zealous ſoever it may be, the” 
Apoſtle aſſures us will never aſſign us the 
Crown of Victory, 2 Tim. 2. . Ne Mar" 
is crowned except he ftrive lawfaully' 5 un- 
leſs therefore we ſo run as to obtain, it is 
to little purpoſe to run at all. Which mould 
make Men beware of drawing Concluſions 
without warrant, left their own Authority 
fail them, and be not able to bear them ut 
atthePinch of all: He that thinks he can di“ 
rect more wiſely than God, muſt be leſt to 
the Provifion' of his own Wit; and that 
muſt certainly prove Deluſion. He ehat 
thinks God's Goodneſs deficient, has little 
Title to the Care of it, and as hitle reaſon 
to expeck, that God ſhould go out of his 
own way to meet his Fancy, whoſe Pride 
or Sloth 1s too great to ſubmit to the Order 
and Authority of the Almighty. As our 
Saviour calls thoſe pretended Paſtors that 
come not in by the Door, Thieves and Robbers, 
John 10. r. So it is to be feared, that choſe 
pretended Sheep who hear not his Voice and 
come in to that one Sheepfold, Ver. 16. will 
not be owned for his, nor find Paſture, v. 6. 
Baptiſm alone might have been ſufficient 
to bring Men to Salvation, if God had ſo 
thought fit, who alone is the Author of Sal- 


vation: But ſince God has appointed the 


Ordi- 
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Ordinanee of Confirmation, and the Uſe; } | 
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper as 
neceſlary after that, he is ungrateful and un- 
_ worthy of that Ineſtimable Grace, and in- 

6 

| 

| 


P 


deed receives no one of them right, that 
neglects either of the o tber. 

2. I do not at all doubt to affirm, that 
he who wilfully and obſtinately abſtains 
from Confirmation upon this View, that he 

has received in the Sacrament ( or ſhall 
when he comes to receive it) all that Con- 
firmation, can propoſe to give him; this | 
Man ſhall find himſelf very much deceived 
in his Expectations of having that Defect | 
ſo made up for him; for on the contrary, 
to ſuch a Man, the not being Confirmed, 
is ſuch an Impediment as doth actually ren- 
der him an unworthy Receiver; and ſo 
vacates all the Good Effects of the Sacra- 
ment to him. He that comes to the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper with ſuch Wor- 
thineſs as is neceſſary to make him capable 
of the Benefits of it; he muſt come with 
a true ſincere Repentance of all his Sins; 
ſuch Repentance as not only deſires but 
actually amends what is amiſs, ſo far as lieth 
in his Power: Or elſe it is but deceitful 
and unſincere Now not having been Con- 
firmed, is a direct and poſitive Sin in the 
Man who having been invited to it, ne- 
glects and contemns it as nothing worth: 
For this perverſe Refuſing *v be Confirmed, 
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is in him Interpretatively the being aſhamed 


to confeſs. Chriſt, and is a downright Vio- 


I 


lation of the Juſt Authority of the Church, 
(Y. 2. F.. and of an Ordinance appointed 
and conſtituted by God himſelf in his 
Church. (J. 2. 3.) If therefore the Man 
be truly penitent, he will, when he comes 
to know this, reform this Fault, and ſo 
will not need the Plea, having taken away 
the ground of it: But if he dares to receive, 
Retaining this known Sin, he is certainly no 
true Penitent; ( For he that offendeth: in one 
Point is guilty of all, Jam. 2. 10.) and there - 
forean unworthy Receiver : So that inſtead 
of making the Sacrament a Supply for that 
Defect, he adds Sin to Sin, and makes 
the Sacrament it ſelf a more terrible and 
bitter Condemnation to him. 
In ſhort, It is impoſſible this Man can 
come with - that true Senſe of the Love of 
God in the Covenant made thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt ;-and of his own Weakneſs, and the 
Neceſſity of flying to God and depending 
on him: For if he did, he could not omit 
any means of Grace which God allows 
him ; and therefore he is uncapable of Re- 
ceiving the Sacrament : Tho' he eats: that 


Bread and Wine,he meets Hell at the Gate 


of Heaven, and ſeals to himſelf Condemna- 
tion. He, therefore, that negleas God's 
Call in this Ordinance of Confirmation, 
(wilſully and obſtinately neglects it) will 

| | not 
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| I 
not come to enter himſelf for his Son, and 
receive the Bleſſed Portion of Sons therein 
dealt out; He ſhows how far he is from xa 
true Filial Diſpoſition : He, E.au like, deſpi- 
fes hisBirthright,and ſhall not find it, no not 
in the Sacrament, tho' he ſeek it carefully 
with Tears. e ee 79107 
' Thoſe indeed who having had no Oppor- 
tunity to be Confirmed; or not been inſtru- 
Red inthe Neceſſity and Obligation ofthat 
Duty, come to the Lord's Supper, (which 
is to them the only way left of profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, and f 


n J farisfying their Vow in 
Baptiſm ; ) They who thus by Misfortune 
miſs of Confirmation, and as ſoon as they 
are better informed, take hold of the firſt 
Opportunity to be confirmed: To theſe 
no doubt the Fault ſhall not be imputed; 
for the Church her ſelf declares, She is 
fatisfy'd in this Caſe with that Diſpoſition, 
that they be ready and deſirous to be con- 
firmed : And the Apoſtle aſſures us that with 
God himſelf, ben there is willing mind, it 
is accepted according to what a Man hath, and 
not according to what he hath not, 2 Cor. 9. 12. 
For tho' God tie us up to the Neceflity of 
obeying all his Ordinances, and all the Au- 
thority on Earth' cannot looſe us from this 
Obligation ; yet he does not tie himſelf to 
the Uſe of them; If therefore his Provi- 
dence think fit to deny any the uſual Means, 
his Mercy no doubt ſupplies the Reſt — 
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thoſe who $ro prepated for it: But no Man 


has any. ground of Hope (but much the con- 


trary) to expect any thing from God out of 


the way and. Method which he has directed; 
nor can, upon any Pretences whatever, re- 
fuſe or neglect any Ordinance of God, 
without intolerable Ingratitude, without 
fat Preſumption and Rebellion. * 

Q. 6. What are the Benefits, &c. The 
Strengthening of our Souls, &c. The Aſſurance of 
d ens an. 


« 


1. The. Strengthening and Refreſhing 
of our Souls by God's Grace: For this, 
Cauſe chiefly it is called Confirmation ; 
and this is that which the Church eſpecially 
prays for in the Words of Confirmation. 
Defend, O Lord, this thy Child with thy Hea- 
venly Grace, that he may continue thine for e- 
ver j and daily increaſe in thy Holy Spirit until 
he come to thy Everlaſting Kingdom. And in 
the Prayer before, Strengthen them, O Lord, 
with the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter , and daily 
increaſe in them the manifold Gifts of thy Grace. 
And again to the ſame purpoſe after it... 8 
2. The Aſſurance of God's Favour to. us, 
This is anotherBenefit the Church as expreſ- 
ly declaresſhe deſigns and believes to receive 
by this Ordinance : For thus in the Pray- 
er after Confirmation, ſhe ſpeaks to God 
himſelf - - - We make our bumble Supplications 
unto thee for theſe thy Servants, upon whom 


(after the Exampie of thy Holy Apeſtles) we 
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have now laid our hands to certify them (by this 
ſien) of thy Favour and gracious Goodneſs to- 
wards them. Laying on of Hands: was al: 


ways accompanied with ſome ſignal Bene. 


fit to the Perſon on whom they were laid; 


(as wemay ſee in all the Inſtances in Scri- 
pture:) This laying on of Hands therefore 
being appointed by God to convey his Bleſ- 
ſing to us, is a ſure and certain Sign of his 
Favour and Goodneſs to us. 


Q.. Han does this, &c. Becauſe God Immedi. 


ate Miniſter the Biſhop who alone is aut borix d, &c. 


Greater and more Authoritative Signs of 
God's Favour, could not have been given 
whereby to confirm our Faith, and aſſure 
us of it: For the Officer adminiſtting is 
the Biſhop, God's peculiar Miniſter ; the: 
Supreme Officer in his Church: This is a 
Prerogative not communicated to any, but 
the Immediate Succeſſors of the Apoffles: 
They alone are entruſted with this ſingular 
Grace, this venerable Solemnity. (J. 2. 3. 
. 4.) The Office of Adminiſtration 


is of God's own Appointment, being inſti- 


tuted by the Apoſtles (. 2. 3.) from the 
Earlieſt Times, as ſoon as any Church was 
in Being; and the Holy Ghoſt honouring 
it fo often wich his viſible Deſcent in this 
Ordinance, is the very Hand and Seal of 
God in the moſt Authentick Manner to con- 
firm it. The Bleſſing Received is that of the 
Holy Ghoſt; all the Bleſſings and Privile- 
> | „ | ges 


and ſolemnly calls us to 
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ges of ha We ws of Chriſt 7 ents 
9 — of God, and the greateſt that God 
could beſtow on Mankind; which as they are 
immediately diſpenced by the Hand of God, 


ſo here the Perſon Confirmed, receives 


the Earneſt and Pledges of them. at his 
Hand. Now, I ſay, that the Officer, the 
Infticution, the Grace. given, being all ſo 
immediately and. undoubtedly from God ; 
What greater Token could we have of 
God's Favour and Goodneſs to us, than 
this Ordinance, in which he has 5 
ſuch excellent things for us, and ſo freely 
duch an infinite 


Grace? For whatever ſome preſumptuous 


Libertines imagine, not the viſible De- 


ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, which was 
vouchſafed to the Apoſtles at the firſt 
Grand Pentecoſt ; not an immediate Voice 
from Heaven, a8. was ſent to our Saviour 
the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, at his Baptiſm ; 
none of 'theſe are, a more ſure Proof of: 
the Love of God, or ſtronger Ground for 
our Faith or Hopes to depend upon, than 
the Conveyance of it in a regular Ordi- 
nance, in a manner and way of his awn 
undoubted Appointment ; for we have the 
Truth of the Immutable God to confirm 


it to Us. 


Q. 8. "tine as is this the Strengthening, Kc. 
By the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Ghoſt, 


ame by, ane conferred" in, &c. - This is 
what. 
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what T ſhew'd above ( 3.) was done in 
the Apoſtles times, and in all the Ages of 
the Church, and that our Church to this 
end retains it; and I ſhall in the two fol- 
lowing ©. and A. ſhew that it is fo, and 
what it is too. However, I will confirm 
the thing by one full place in an ancient 
Church- Writer. Euſebius Emiſſenus Serm, 
in die Pentecoſtis, thus declares himfelf on 
this Occaſion : © That which now the 
laying on of Hands at Confirmation 
gives to every ſingle Perſon initiated in- 
to the Church; that, I ſay, the Holy 
** Ghoſt then deſcending on the Body of 
* Believers, gave to them all together 
* But becauſe we have faid that the Im- 
© poſition of Hands may further profit 
* him that is already Regenerate, and 
„Born again in Chriſt, it may be ſome 
Man may think in himſelf, What can ths 
« Miniſtry of Confirmation add of good to me, 
after the Myſtery of Baptiſm already re- 
© ceived by me? — Why this ? As the Ge- 
_ © nera] not only gives the Soldier a Badge 

* or Cognizance when he receives him | 
* into the Army, but Armour too, ſuffi- 
* cient for Battel, for which Service he is 
© Lifted ; ſo after the Perſon: has been 
* Baptized, this Bleſſing in Confirmation 
* is that Armor of Defence: Thou haſt 
made a Soldier, make him ready with 
fit Inſtruments of his Warfare: The 

4 _ * Holy 
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. Hoh) Ghoſt comes down on the Wateis 
© of Baptifin with his ſaving Influence, 
and at the Font gives What! is ſufficient 
for preſent Innocency : At Confirmati- 


on the ſame Spirit fupplies us with 


“Grace for Hide In Baptiſm we are 
© regetierated to Life; after Baptiſm ,Con- 
* firmed'for Fight : In Baptiſm we are 
© waſhed,after Baptilm we are ſtrengthen- 
* ed; Regeneration of it ſelf faves thoſe 
© who are preſently to be received to the 
0 Peace of the other World: Confirmation 
*arms and fits out thoſe who are reſerved 


“ for t the Battels and Combats of this pre- 
© ſent" 


World.“ This Place excellently 
ſhews, both that Confirmation is ſuch a 
Strengthner, by the Grace of the Holy 
Gliolt received in it, and the Reaſon why 
we expect the Hol Ghoſt, after it has 
been given in Baptiſm; and how this Or- 
dinance does not dere ate from the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm, for all that which ſome 
People are pleaſed to think mighty Obje- 


Q. 9. Is the Holy G boſt given, &c. The 
Holy Ghoſt . ( that i is, 'the Gifts of the Hel 
Ghoſt) is given nom as truly, c. 

This cur Church undoubtedly. believes, 
ſince ſhe prays ſo earneſtly and expreſſy 
for the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghoft the 
Comforter, to be given to thoſe who are 
to be confirmed ; as I have ſhewn ſhe does 
in 


ctions againſt it. 
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in ſeveral parts of her Service. (V. Q. 6.) 
And this ſhe does, being encouraged from 
the Effect of this Ordinance, . not only in 
the Apoſtles Times, but in all the ſucceed- 
ing Ages of the Church, who believed and 
taught the ſame. So that Mr. Hoc ler truly ſays, 
(Eccleſ. Pol. p. 260.) That the Fathers did 
always impute to it (Confirmation) the 
Gift of the Grace of the Holy Ghoft ; a- 
mong thoſe ſpecial Benefits, for the ſake of 
which the Church retains the Ordinance 
of Confirmation : For to prove which, he 
there cites many Fathers: And I have a. 


bove (. 3.) ſhewn St. Ferom very full on 


this Point ; and indeed all the Fathers a- 
gree in it. It is indeed the common Birth- 
| right of Chriſtians, who are made the Sons 
of God, being born of Water andof the Spirit, 
John 3. J. And have their Portion of that 
Spirit aligned them as ſuch ; for all who 
believe, receive him, John 7. 28. This. was 
propheſied as the diſtinguiſhing Character 
of the Goſpel- Times, Joel 2. 28. Ir ſhal 
come to paſs afterwards, that I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all fleſh, and your ſons and your 
daughters ſliall propheſy ; your old men | ſhall 
dream dreams, and your young men ſball ſee.vi- 
frou ; allo 0 tht ſervant and. rhe hand 
mails in thoſe days will I pour out my Spirit: 
And as ſuch it is particularly, applied by. 
St. Peter, Acts 2. 19. who inthe ſame place 
aſſures us, that. this Gift of the. Holy Ghoſt 
| was 
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1 | was not deſigned for that one Nation the 
I Jews, nor for any one Time or Age of 
- | the World, but for all God's Children and 
} for ever; V. 39. For the Promiſe is to you ard 
55 
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to your children, and to all that are afar off, e- 

ven as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. And 
Laiab, that Evangelical Prophet, not only 
—foretells the ſame, I/. 44. 2. but ſo parti 
f £ cularly enumerates the very Branches of it, 
e . 11. 2. that the Church has thought fit 
eco put it into her Service, and pray to God 
- || for his Holy Spirit ia the very Words of 


n that Prophet; which we ſhall meet with 
therefore and ſpeak more to under the next 


RN Queſtions int Wen N 
15 But not © altogether in the ſame mamer; 
t, the Miraculons Gifts are now reſtrained; but 
it the Sanity ing, cc. 1 
bo his is made by ſome an Argument that 
as the Holy Ghoſt is not given at all, becauſe 
15 not in that Miraculous way of working as 
1 it was at firſt; (V. Calvin. Inſtit. I. 4. c 19.) 
u | but ſure this is no good Argument for it ; 
ur || St. Auguſtin gives this Reaſon for that 
1 Alteration. Such Gifts are not permit- 
i- *red always to laſt, left Men ſhould grow 


d. © cold with the Commonneſs of that, the 


bs * Strangeneſs whereof at the firſt inflamed 
them: (And not only fo, but it is 
ce | plain by many Places of the Epiſtles to 
it che Corinthians eſpecially, that worſe Con- 
as ſequences aroſe even in the Apoſtles 

I 1 
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Times; the Pride of theſe Gifts puffing 
Men up and. breaking the Peace and U- 
nity of the Church, under ptetenſions of 
greater Holineſs : Then une wf Paul, a- 
not her of Apollos, &c. 1 Cor. 12.) In ano- t 
ther Place the ſame St. Auguſtine fpeaks 
thus: Neither is the Holy Spirit, now 
“ given by the Impoſition of Hands, fo 
«© attended with ſenſible Temporal Mira- 
& cles, as in former Ages it was, to recom- 
te mend thereby the Faith then juſt appear- 
« ing in the World, and for the Enlarge- 
© ment of the beginning of the Church. 
But the Divine Love is underſtood to be 
ce ſecretly and inviſibly inſpired into their 
* Hearts by the Bond of Peace. St. Paul 
himſelf more than intimates this laſt Rea- 
ſon ; where ſpeaking of one of thoſe mi- 
raculous Gifts, he ſays exprefly, Tongues are 
not for a fign to them that believe, but to them 
that believe not, 1 Cor. 14. 22. And there- 
fore given (we may conclude) only till 
the Church of Believers ſhouldbe fully form- 
ed; and then, Whether they be Prophecies, 
they ſhall fail: Mbetber they be Tongues, they 
ſhall ceaſe : Whether it be Rnouledge, it fhall 
vaniſh away, 1 Cor. 13. 8. The 'Neceflity 
and Uſe of them being therefore ſuperſe- 
ded, the extraordinary Effuſion of them is 
reſtrained too: But theſe Graces of che 
Holy Ghoſt which will be always neceffa- 
ry to the Being or Wellbeing of the 
In. Church, 
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„ 
Church, thoſe are ſtill imparted in a ſuffi- 
cient liberal Proportion to, and ſhall no 
of doubt abide with the Church for ever; ac- 
cording to his Word who promiſed to ſend 
88 the Holy Ghoſt for this end; 1 will ſend 
ky ” another Comforter, that he may abide with 
_ for ever, John 14. 16. And to be him- 
ſo ſel with his Church always unto the end of 
a. the World. 
1 I doubt not this was the principalDeſign 
r. Jof the Promiſe, tho the other, according to 
e. © the Pride of Man, might be more look d 
D. Nat. It was neceſſary for many good Rea- 
e | ſons, that the firſt Appearance of Chriſtia- 
ir nity ſhould be with the Power of God, aſto- 
1 niſhing the World: It may be as neceſſary 
a. for as many and as good Reaſons, that ir 
J. | afterwards ſhould be conveyed in the fill 
ſmall Voice. But as St. Paul contemned them 
„ even then, in reſpect of Charity, 1 Cor. 12. 
37. So neither were they then communi- 
f cated to ever . Believer, even in the Times 
\ of their moſt plentiful Effuſion: Are al 
„ Mor kers of rl ary ſays St. Paul there, 
jo Ver, 30. Miracles therefore were not 
principally intended in the Promiſe 
y of the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. . 
2 In fhort, the Deſign of a Church was Ho- 
-: fineſs, Titus 2. 14. nat Show, L. 17. 20. And 
e || ho it may very well be without thoſe Gla- 
* ring Glories of Miraculous Powers ; yet 
s | without the Sanctify ing Graces * 
| | Oly 
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Holy Spirit, which are the Life of every 
Member of it, it cannot be at all: As? 
Church therefore we have the ſame Giftz 
of the Holy Ghoſt as the firſt Chriſtians 
had; they had Additional Helps in reſpec 
to their peculiar Circumſtances 3 we Want { 
no neceflary uſeful Virtues or Graces, il ! 
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This is plainly the Sentiment of out 
Church, as appears in her Office, by: the 
Names of the Gifts ſhe prays for: (7. next 
9.70.) Miracles ſhe neither expects nor 
asks, having no Authority to do ſo ; and 
ſure he deſerves to loſe the Benefit, who 
deſpiſes the Subſtantial Proviſion God has 
made for him, for 'want of Pomp and 
Oftentation in the Miniſtry; Let us ſee 
then what our Church directs us to pray 
for, and expects in this Ordinance by the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
Q. 10. Which be they ? The Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom and Underſtanding ; the Spirit of Council 
and of Ghoſtly Strength, cee. 
+ Theſe are the Graces of the Holy Spirit, 
foretold and prophecied by the Prophet 
T1/aiahy Cap. 11. Ver. 2. And for that rea- 
ſon, as ſaid, retained in our Church-Ser- 
vice; which being therefore. what our 
Church, as I ſaid, prays to God for, what 
ſhe propoſes to her Sons to beſtow oh 
them; what they come expecting to re - 
ceive in the Ordinances of Confirmation: 
We will examine what is contained in 
' them ; 
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ann, 
them ; avhich in reſpect! 


lowethc 


the Good Spirit of God upon us, 
gives us Abiliey 
embrace it as our true End and — 
The way of Life # above to the Wiſe", 

wholly above, and from above, that Ab 
out the Guidance of the Spirit from above 
we ſhall never get unto it: Nature is ſet 
quite otherwiſe; Reaſon is no match for 
Inclination ; and without the immediate 
Interpoſition of Divine Grace, we ſhall 
not make nor fix our firſt Choice right and 
wiſely, till God gives us the Spirit of wiſdom 


of him; that we way know what is the hope 
F his calling, and whe the riches of the glory 
of the inheritance "of rhe Joints, Kt. pb. 1. 175 


1 18, e. 
rit, The pirit of Undefanting. That Gee 
het of God by which we ſee clearly the Things 


ed- ff that tend to our Peace, and diſcern the 
er- true Ways and Means to the End we aim 
ur at; that we judge not according to Ap- 
nat 8 „ mor as Men, with wbom many 
on things are highly Efteemed which are Abo- 


ie i mination in the fight of God; but judge 


me ig hteous and without being 


Judgment; 


to the preſent 
perſons and F 
ee may be f arly erg b as Toſs 


The S dirie of Wildim. That — of | 


which 
to chuſe Religion, and 


end revelation, for the Acknowledgement 


in impoſed upon, chuſe out the Things of 
C God. 
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God. Now God alone enables us to try 
the Spirits, and diſcern the Things: of Wed 
by his Spirit; for in this Senſe that of the 
Apoſtle is very true, that the natural man 
underſtandeth not the things of God, but be on- 
bh that i ſpiritual judgeth all things, 1 Cor. 2. 
14, 15. And. from God alone it is that 
we are able to direct our ſteps, Jer. 10. 23. 
Prov. 16.9. . 5 > <6 
De Spirit of Council. That Grace of God 
Which ſupplies us with all that ſober Rea-j 
ſon and Conduct which is neceſlary to the 
Management of our Warfare; That ſedate 
Thought and Conſideration ; that vigilant 
Care and Caution; that active Diligence; 
that ſound Prudence, without all which, 
we ſhall be worſted in this Conflict: Theſe 
are all ſo viſibly the immediate Gifts of 
God, that he that th;xketh he fandeth, is 
ready to fall, And the Scripture 1s every 
where full of Exhortations to fly. to God 
for them ; and till he do , we Experience 
daily, that human Nature is of it ſelf a 
wicked, weak, and fooliſh thing, of no 
Sufficiency but from God, + hes 
The Spirit of Gboſtly Strength. That Grace 
of God which endues us with that ſpiritual 
Fortitude and Courage, which is proper. y 
call d Virtue, and without which there is no 
Virtue; by which we honeſtly encounter, 
reſolutely preſs forward, patiently perſe- 
'Vere in, our Labour of Love to the Soy to 
| | . | icto- 


* 


>] Victory. This is immediately the Giſt of 


God too, if we are are firm and fixt, tis 
by walking in the Strength of © the: Lord 
God, and in the power A his might : Tis by 
his Armour we are able to withſtand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to ſtand, Eph. 6. 
10, I3, 8 VVV Ki 
The Spirit of Knowledge... That Grace of 
God which inſpires us with that practical 
Knowledge of all thegreat neceſſary Truths 


of the Goſpel ; chat full Convidtion and || 


Certainty of the Grounds we proceed on, 
the inward Experience and Earneſt of our 
Hope; that full View and Proſpect of our 
Reward, which is the ſubſtanct of the things 
boped for, the evidence of the things not ſeen, _ 
Heb. 1 1. 1. But this is a glorious Heighth not 
to be reached by the mere natural Powers 
of Man. Reaſon may ſhew us enough to 
make us Well-wiſhers to Religion , and 
more than enough to convince us of our 
Folly in not endeavouring after it:But ſuch 
Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, as 
St. Paul deſired alone to know, 1 Cor. 2.2. Cc. 
in reſpe& of which he counted all things as 
lofs and dung, Phil. 3. 8. Such a ſtrong live- 
ly Faith is not of our ſelves, it « the gift of 
God, Eph. 2. 8. And of him to be asked 
by us, Luk. 17. 5. For all men have not 
faith, 2 Thefl. 3. 2. Which is the imme- 
diate Fruit of the Holy Spirit of God, 
Gab F- 3. 8 8 l ; 

| C2 The 
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Tb IN 711 of True Cudlin ef. That 8 ac 
of God — enables us to glotify kant 
with our Bodies as well as Spirits, 1 Cor. 
6. 20. in the practice of a Godly Life and 
Holy Converſation. Thisis the immediate 
Git of God too, who alone maketh us 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil, 
2.1 3. Mit heut ubom we can do nothing, Joh. 15.5 
The: fulleſt Convicton is but trembling, Acts 
24.2 5. almoſt being perſuaded, Act. 26. 28 if the 
good Spirit of God fet it not home to Con- 
verſion, and bring it forth into Action: We 

may ſee the G and Delight in the Law 
of God in the ?nward Mam, but ſhall not 
do the Good we ſee and would: ſhall be 
brought into the Lam of Sin and Death, 
if we be not delivered by the grace of God, 
n our Lord . bens, 143 Rom. 7. 14, 
G. FOES 
* The Spirit af: the Fear of vb tht: Thar 
Univerſal Tranſcendent Grace of God, 
which animates all, and is the Soul of Re- 
ligion; viz, a due Obſervance and Reſpect 
to God, ſetting bim always before us, and 
doing every thing as in his Sight. The fear 
of - the Lord us the beginning of wiſdom , Prov. 
1. 7. By the fear of the 22 men "Yepart from 
evil, Prov. 16. 6. Perfecting holineſs in the 
fear of God, 1 Cor. 7. 1. So that the Fear 
of the Lord is the beginning, the pro- 
greſs, the perfection of Religion. 7 ſer 


we _ * ** me , therefore J ſhall not 
1 fall, 
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Falls; Pſ. 16. 9. J will keep thy commandmints, 
for all my ways are before thee , Pf. 119. 168. 
And there fore we are commanded to work 
out our ſal vation 26h fear and trembling. Phil. 
2. 12. But this is the Giſt of God, and 
one of the: moſt Excellent, of his \Graces. 
If he be not in it, this Fear will be like 
the ſtormy Wind, the rending Earthquake, 
the devouring Fire; but if it be the true 
Grace from him, it will be a Sas yi 


Breeze, the ſweet Agitatien of Loye , a 


quickening enlivening Zeal, the very Fore: 
taſte of Heaven. This therefore God pr 
miſes to his People, I Will put #9 feer into 
their Hearts, and they ſhall 10 nen rom wa, 
Jer. 321 40 21 
By this it evidently appears, when 905 
Church expects to receive in this Orti- 
nance, viz, all thoſe Graces that ſtrengthen 
Virtue and true Religion in us; that ſancti- 
fy the inward Heart of Man, That as the 
outward Ordinance makes us Members, of 
the viſible Church of Profeſſors, fo the in- 
ward Unction of theſe Graces may walz 
us Members of the inviſible Church, 
true Elect of God. The ſpiritual Life i is. 


no more fed by: Miracles than the natu- 


ral Life is : And it is too preſumptuous for 
Men to ſet God on werk, as they are pleaſed: 
to fancy; yet ſhould there be 2 Caſe wor- 
ivy of Gods oBnjorpeſticng; his Goodneſs 

2 9; Giggs 1915 vi ee 


& on, 
will never be wanting to Men's real Ne- 
ceflicies. F 
2. 11. What i required, &c. Some Qua- 
lifications are required, and ſome Duti s. 
The Qualifications are ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces as the Church requires in Perſons that 
come to Confirmation, without which 
ſhe admits none to it, that ſhe may there- 
by preſerve the Reverence due to the ſacred 
Ordinance, and ſecure as much as in her 
lies, the Bleſſings of it to them, by pre- 
paring them duly to receive it. By Duties, 
I mean ſuch Internal Diſpoſitions of Vir- 
tue and Holineſs in the Mind, together 
with fuch External Acts of Piety and De- 
votion, as are neceſſary for thoſe that come 
to Confirmation to prepare themſelves 
with, in order to the ſame great End; —1 
by feet when th'u comeſt into the houſe of God. 
Eceleſ. 5. 1. For according to our own Capa- 
city to receive, will be the Meaſure of the 
Graces therein conferred upon us. 
. 12. What are the Qualifications ? A. 
x. That they be ſuch as have been already Bap- 
ized... LAS; Fo 
This is a clear Cafe from the Practice 
of the Apoſtles ( J. Q. 3.0 and the con- 
ftant Uſage of the Church. (7. St. Ferom 
there cited.) Thus Opratus : © Chriſt de- 
* ſcended into the Water; not that there 
© was any thing in God to be cleanſed, but 
© that the Water ought to be before the 
: * Oyl, 
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am 
© Oyl, (which they uſed at that time in 


Confirmation, anointing the Perſon to 


© be Confirmed, which they called the 


Chriſm;) which was to come upon 


him, that ſo he might begin, carry on, 
"and compleat the whole Myſtery of 
© Baptiſm.” Cyprian ſays, No Man is 
born by Impoſition of Hands when he 
* receives the Holy Ghoſt ; but he is born 
in Baptiſm , that after he has been ſo 
born, he may receive the Holy Ghoſt : 
As, we read, was done in the Firſt Man 
Adam; God firft formed him, and then 
* breathed into him the Breath of Life. 
© Nor can the Spirit be given, except he 


be in Being firſt who is to receive it.“ 


And this is part of the Church's Definition 
of Confirmation, Canon LX. (J. 2. 2.) 
and the Biſhop's Queſtion to them that 
come to be Confirmed, depends wholly 
upon this Thing. The Word it ſelf ſup- 
poſes it; for it is called Confirmation 
(and the Ancient Chriſtians call it Perfe- 
cxion) in relation to ſome Thing already 
begun, and now to be confirmed and per- 
fected: ( And the ſame we may obſerve: 


in the Fathers cited in this Queſtion.) 


Now, we ſee in the Office it ſelf, the: 
Thing to be by us Confirmed, is the Vow 
of Baptiſm ; which therefore we muſt 
have been engaged in before; and that 


was, no doubt, when we were baptize> 


S » This 


Wan 


This ls tho' it ſelf no Sacrament, 
yet is the Ratifieation, Publication, Con- 
firmation, Completion of the Sacrament 


of Baptiſm, which went. -defore, and is the 


Ground on which this Ordinance, neceſſa- 
tily proceeds. 


2. Tbat rhey can 75 rhe Gd, 'he Lord 5 


Prayer, the Ten Commandments, Kc. 5 
This Qualification our Church inſiſts on 
both in this Service, (V. Preface) and in that 
of Baptiſm, (V. Charge to te Godfathers- at 
the end there) and in the Catechiſm, (V. The 
Title of it, and the laſt Rubrick there) as ne- 
ceſſary to thoſe that are to be Confirmed ; 
and ſure with very good Reaſon ; for tho 
as St. Auguſtine ſomewhere ſays, the Ghurch 
lends Infants at Baptiſm the Feet of others 
to come, the Heart of others to believe, 


the Tongue of others to profeſs; yet it is 


CV. 2. 5. A. z.) but till they can. come, 
can believe, can confeſs themſelves ; and 
the Efficacy of the firſt depends upon the 
Ou. in AS who live to ſuch: Capaci- 
Now this cannot be, without — 
15 the neceſſary Articles they muſt come 
to profeſs the Belief of; and coming with- 
out ſuch Knowledge and Diſpoſition, is to 
affront the Ordinance of God to their bit- 
ter Condemnation. | 
3.' That they be: of competent og . in- 
firified to — _ Nature and Her. 


nun, &c.. 
Theſe 


b 


Sen- 


7 


1 T3. 8 
Tbheſe are the poſitive Words likewiſe of 
our Church; in her Exhortation and Charge 
to Godfathers and; God mothers at the end 
of Baptiſm, and is undoubtedly of abſo- 
lute neceſſity to the Duty; for if we ſtay 
not till ſuch an Age as they may arrive to 
a competent ſenſe of their Duty in com- 
ing to, and Ability to perform it, it were 
t to as little purpoſe; now, as if it were ad- 
miniſtred to, and expected from the very 
Infants themſelves, ſince they would ſtill 
be as incapable of performing it. But it is 
plain this was added as a Completion of 
Baptiſm, (V. 2: I2. A. I.] and evidenthy 
is deſigned by our Church to ſupply the 
Defects of that Infant Age, and ſet home 
with, more Foree that 9 — Baptiſmal 
Vow that lies on every Chriſtian, as he 
hopes to be Partaker of the Bleſſing of the 
Covenant, by appealing to his riper Choice 
and Judgment, and engaging him Perſonal- 
I te undertake t f0 through wich it, 
moſt ſolemn Act of publickly taking upon 
them the Chriſtian Religion, and coming 
to Chriſt, muſt be performed with a ſuitable 
knowledge and ſeriouſneſs of Soul; and is 
performed with Profit by none but thoſe 
who are prepared with competent Shall, 
and Diſpoſitions fit for it. The Church ſæts 
no fixt time for this competent Age, hut 
expects them to come very young, to be 
| AF 2 ſure, 
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ſure by calling them Children in her Of- 
fice ; Defend, O Lord, this thy Child — ( for 
Servant was deſigned for Strangers and 
Converts, as the Baptiſm for thoſe of riper 
Years was; the Church ſuppoſing all her 
own Members come readily and regular- 
ly ) and this muſt be determin'd by the 
Command of the Governorsof the Church, 
or in their Silence, by the Prudence of the 
Minifters, and Ability of the Child, 
4. That they be ſuch as have not been alrea- t 
dy Confirmed. I add t his, not by way of Qua- d 
lification (for they concern fuch as never tt 
were yet Confirmed, which it is ſure this ule c 
Cannot) but of Caution, againſt an Abufe | 
00 freequently practisd among us. Con- | P 
-firmation is no more to be repeated than t. 
' Baptiſm it ſelf, it being the inveſting the (| © 
Perſon confirmed with all the Graces of | © 
the Goſpel at onee ; which he muſt oy i 
care thence forward to keep, and not loſe 
again; and what Breaches are made in ic . 
at any time, Prayer, Reading, hearing 
the Word of God, with the other Offices # 1 
of a Chriſtian, the Diſcipline and Mini- © 
try of the Church, and above all, the Bleſ- 
Ted Sacrament muft again repair, but he ) 
cannot come hither again for a new Porti- | 4 
on. Thoſe therefore that come out of | 
Idleneſs or Curiofity to ſee Shows, or af- - 
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Mar a Ceremony, without farther Con- 
_—  lideration, 
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he cannot therefore be ſufficiently watch- 


E 


ſideration, jeſt and trifle with things S842 


cred, and will find that the Majeity of 


Gad is not to be ſo familiarly treated with; 


but ate heir utmoſt Peril. I is anawful vene- 


rable Ceremony, and ſhould repreſent to 
us who have been Confirmed, our own 


Profeſſion, which is to follow the Example 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and to be 
made like him, to be continually mortify- 
ing all our evil and corrupt Affections, 
thro* the ſtrength of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
daily proceeding in all Godlineſs and Vir- 
tue, (V. Office of Baptiſi, &c.) But he that re- 
ceives Confirmation over and over again, 
wich ſuch a ſcandalous indifferency, it is 
plain ſuch an idle Perſon never knew the- 
true meaning of this Inſtitution, never 
came With: thoſe Diſpoſitions which he 
ought to have raiſed in him, nor received 
it ever to any Advantage, but has a great 
Contempt and Affront of the Great God 
to anſwer for, in ſo doing. 
Q. 13. What are the Duties required, &ci 


A. They relate either to their Preparation for, 


or, &c. 0 8 
There is no room certainly for Formali- 
ty, Vanity, Wantonneſs, in ſo auguſt an 
Action: Man is herein entring into Cove- 
nant with the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth, Almighty, treating with him for the 
Concerns-of his own Soul to all Eternity; 


ful 
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fat to prepare himſelf to come acceptably, 
to petform it worthily, and to retain ie 
faichfully; for every one of theſe Parts are 
neceſſary to the Whole; and a Failure in 
either vacates the Effect of al. 
Q. 14. What are the Duties pere 2 
A. Repentance, &c. Faith, 8&C. - | 
Confirmation is the ſolemn raking Chri- 
ſtianity upon us, (V. 2. 12. A. 3. what- 
ever, therefore, Preparation is neceſſary 
for Chriſtianity, is negeſſary for this Or- 
dinance, by which we take it on us. Now 
St. Paul tells us that is Repentance from dead it 
Works, and Faith towards God, Heb. 6. 1. 2 
And our Saviour himſelf began his Preach- b 
| ing with, Reperr ye, and believe the Goſpel. | 
[ Religion is a Seed which will ner s in | 
| everylight chance Soil, in no Ground indeed If 
| that is not rich and deep, and duly moul- f. 
"ded to receive it; the honeſt good Heart 1 
it muſt be, and by careful Cultivucing fie- | C 
red and prepared for it: Therefore our t 
Church declares this in her Catechiſm, as |} Þ 
required of thoſe Perſons who are to be c 
Baptized : And this as the Godfathers and ( 
_ Godmothers did then promiſe for the In- 
E 
0 
| 
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0 
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|; fants ; fo now the Children come to an- 
| ſwer for themſelves, they ought to per- 
form, and the Church expects that they 
come ſo prepared to this ee Orei⸗ 
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Qu 51 Rharive phe Duties at Confir mati- 
on? A: Confeſin ons "Profiſh on, Solemm De- 
-dication, &. | 2 2 8 W 31 ( 

1. Confeſſion, or Profe en : Wheneby bey 

do, &c. Thoſe are the very Words of the 
> | Biſhop's Queſtion, to which they anſwer 
every one with an audible ' Voice, 1.40; 
and is the outward-part of this Duty, for 
which they come to it. By this Action 
they profeſs to believe that God has vouch- 
- 8 fafed to loſt Man a Means of Pardon and 
7 | Reconciliation ; that this Redemption is 
in his Son, and for the Merits: of his Death 
and Paſſion only; that this Son of God, | 
by Name Jeſus, was Born in our Fleſh, | 
. lived among Men, and taught them that 
Means, died on the Croſs a Propitiation 
for paſt Sins, and thereby obtain'd' Grace } 
for us againſt them for the future. That the 
Condition of this Salvation js on our part ö 
Obedience; that God has left the Rule of 
this Ordinance in his Holy Word, the ö 
Bible; that he has commanded all bis Diſ 


e 


ciples to be united in one Body, called the 
Church, with which he has left his Holy 
Spirit, depoſited with her his moſt Holy | 
Word, and in her lodged the Promiſe of 
- | Forgivenefs'of Sins, che Hopes and Means 
4 of a Joyful Reſurrection, and Everlaſtin, 

Life. This we declare as our Deller in 
N Confirmation} and this is what St. Pai] 
calls making Confeſſion with the Mouth unto 
Salvation, ROM. 10. JO, 2. Cg. 
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2. Solemn Dedication, &c. For God is 2 
Spirit, and to be worſhipped in Spirit, and in 
Truth, Jo. 4. 24, We muft not therefore 
reſt in Forms, and what is done before 
Men, but add the Heart-Work to finiſh it, 
Thoſe therefore that come to be Confirm- 
ed, ſhould ſet themſelves as in the Pre- 
ſence of God and his Holy Angels, and all 
the Company of Heaven, and with their 
Souls proſtrate before the Throne of his 
Glory, directly renounce all other Maſters, 
and reſign themſelves wholly to God for 
ever, without reſerve. They ſhould then and 


there ſolemnly perform thoſe Three Adds, 


in which the Church makes our part of 
the Covenant, our Vow at Baptiſm to con- 
ſiſt; as we read in her excellent Catechiſm. 
1. Renounce the Devil and all bis Works, the 
Pomps and Vanities of this. wicked World, and 
all the fin ful Luſts of the Fleſh. 2. Proftſs our 
Belief of all the Articles of the Chrifian Faith, 
3. Promiſe to keep his holy. Will and Command. 
ments, and walk in the ſame all the Days of 
onr Life, For theſe things are required of 
thoſe who come to be Confirmed, to do ; 


as we read in the Preface to this Service, 


and inthe Biſhop's Queſtion, When there- 
fore the Perſon Confirmed-anſwers with 
an audible Voice to the Bp. I do, thereby ma- 
king his Profeſſion, he ſhould atthe ſametime 
make a ſhort Appeal to God in private to 
the ſame Effect, lifting up his Soul to ln, 
Gro 


59 ] 
and ſay ing in the Words of the Church- 
Catechiſm, (which are admirably fhorr, 
and full to this purpoſe ) Nes truly, O God, 
I do, and by thy help ſo I will do; and I bearti- 
ly thank thee our heavenly Father, who haſt 
called me to this State of Salvation, through 
Feſms Chriſt our Lord: And I pray thee, O 
God, to give me thy Grace, that I may con- 
tinue in the ſame to my Lives end. Which is 
this Solemn Dedication. _. 
Q. 16. What are the Duties relating to their 
Conduct after Confirmation? A. A particular 
\ formd, &c, 5 
: I ſhall go no further for theſe than the 
fame Excellent Church. Catechiſm, where 
I find moſt of them ſumm'd up together 
very fitly for my purpoſe. The Catechiſt 
having put the Child in mind of his Vow 
4 i Baptiſm , by making him repeat it to 


1 rr U e of the 
1 Obligation it lays upon him too, by ask- 


ing him, Doſt thou think then art bound 
0 to believe and do, as thy Godfathers and God- 
: mothers did then promiſe for thee ? To which 
> © he anſwers in the Words above-oited , 
"” | 7s, werily, &c. In which Words are con- 
b tained theſe Three Things. | 


ol * * 


* 


1. A partieular Formed Reſolution, to 
| keep what the now promile in this Pro- 
feffion and Dedication : Included in thefe 
ſtrong Aſſeverations; Nis, verily , and by 
4 Ged's Help fo I will. Eo 


60 


For, terrible is the Caſe of Apaſtates 
and Relapſers Better 95 infinitely b tter, 


Bud it bien for every ine thid dane, the Nam, 
\ of Chrift, never to have been bein; . #tver. to 

Bade known the way of righteouſneſs, than af. 

ter they have known it, to 2" nf the Holy 


Commandment given to them : For, if after 
| They bave eſcaped the pollutlon of the world, 

through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 

Feſus Chriſt , they are again entangled therein | - 
and overcome ; the latter end is worſe "with : 
them than the firſt, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21. Bet- | © 
ter had they been left to the Effects of l 
mere Nature, than to have pretended to 


a n 


the Means of Grace, and deſerted them: t 


of the worl, eee nn Bp | 

„% Sor” of Gel, ahh, 7 
and pit i i an open ha. Heb. 6, 4 
6. And, *7 


fiery indignation which ſhall devour the adver- 
ee La, a ff. 
222 na 1 E 4 EIA ne A. * | tic 

Without 'mercy , under two of three witneſſes 5 
uf” how mull ſrer puniſhment ſuppoſe ne hal , 
be be thought 79orthy , 20ho bath rrodgen under N # 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 2 6 
-_ 1 a Wy 93 "2 od 
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of the Covenant wherewith he was ſancki fed, 


of | Grace... Heb. 10. 26, &xc. 


1 * 


2. Thankſgiving to God for this ineſti- 


' mable Beneßt; 4nd I heartily thank our Hea- 
venly Father, who hath called me to this State 


of Salvation, through Feſus Chriſt our 


A State of Salvation indeed worthy of 
God; and which all the Praiſe, of Men 


For herein, all the Means of Grace, all 


* + 


and Angels. cannot worthily Celebrate. 


the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, are theirs: 


The Earneſt, as well as Hopes of Glory, 


are communicated to all that duly. receive 
this Sacred Ordinance. They are here- 
by made Members of Chriſt; and on 


that account, Partakers of all the Out- 
ward Means of Grace, and all Inward 
Aſſiſtances of the Almighty Spirit of God, 

to ſecond. them in their Endeavours. 


They are made Sou, of God; and as ſuch, 


have a ſpecial Title to Pardon of Sins on 


Repentance; Epb. 1. 3, f. 7. to a, fatherly 
Indulgence to their Weakneſſes and Infit- 
mities; Pſal. 103. 13. to a freer, nearer 


Communication with God their Father, 
by Prayer; Rom. 8. 15. Gal. 4. 6. to a 
ſure and certain Hope of an Eternal Por- 


tion of Glory from him; Rom. 8. 17. 
They are made Inheritors of the Kingdom of 


Heaven ; that is, have entailed on them a 
Legal 


an unholy thing, and done deſpite to the Spirit 


b 


fim le, 

Legal Right and Claim to it, thro Grace; 
Heb. 6. 17, &c. and are inveſted with 
che Livery and Seiſin of it, in this Sacred 
Ordinance , by virtue of this Covenant; 
if they honeſtly and faithfully keep up to 
the Conditions of it. What Words can 
expreſs, what Thoughts conceive this Di- 
— Ef 

3. Conſtant Earneſt Prayer to God, to 

enable them to make good their Engage- 
ment. I pray unto God to give me his Grace, 
ſhes I: may continae in the ſame to my Lives 
3 F 


I ſhew'd in the firſt of theſe the Terrible 
Danger of Receiving the Grace of God 
in vain : In the Second, the vaſt Advan- 


tage of going on to Perſection, and Ob- 
taining the Prize we aim at- And none 


that thinks on theſe Things, but will be 


concern d to the utmoſt, to gain the one, 
and avoid the other. If, therefore, they 
be as ſenſible too, that in God alone we 
are enabled to do- ſo; they will not fail 
to apply themſelves to him by hearty ear- 


neſt Prayer for that Mercy in time of © Need, | 


and Grace to do ſo; Heb. 4. 16. Now, this 
very Duty of coming to be confirm d, 
ſhould put us in mind of our on In- 
ſufficiency ſo much as to think a- good 
Thought, as of our felves ;- and that all 
our Sufficiency is alone in God; 2 Cor. 3. 
5. They come to God; that God, 25 

N as 
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(25 our Church expreſſes it in the Prayer © © 


after Confirmation) makes us both to will 
and to do thoſe Things which be good and accep- 
table to his Divine Majeſty. To him they 
come, looking for Help from him only: 
To him they apply, to ſtrengthen their 
Weakneſs, ſubdue their Corruption, keep 
ſteddy their otherwife giddy, trifling, and 
mpertinent Spirits, and continue his Gra- - 
ces in and with them; that they may du- 
ly make uſe of, and reap the Noble Ad- 
vantages of them. That they may not 
grieve , may not quench , may not expel 


the Holy Spirit, which they have now 
Freceived ; but walk in the Strength of the 
Lord God, faithfully and victoriouſſy. For 


all their being now Confirmed, and re- 
ceiving therein the Holy Ghoſt, they 


may fall again, and loſe that: Without 


their honeſt Endeavours they ſhall fall; 
without God's Aſſiſtance on their Endea- 
vours, they muſt fall. To him, there- 
fore, they ſhould earneſtly and daily 


cry, with whom is no variableneſi nor ſha- 


I dow of turning; that he would direct 


their Steps, (and eſpecially in this. ſlip- 
pery and dangerous Seaſon , the Begin» 
ning of their Warfare) and maintain 
them to the End of their Hope, with 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance. 


4. Re- 
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I add to the 


Sum and Subſtance of Chriſtianity... And 
without any Queſtion, the Holy Commu. 
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4. Receiving the Communion, Cc. Thi 

the Three former in the Cate. 
chifm'; for it is for this, Confirmation i: 
ſelf is intended (V. 2. 1.) to give them 
Admittance to this Higheſt Myſtery ,_ this 


nion can never be more advantageouſly 
received, than while the Spirit of God is 
warm in Men, and they are under the 
ſenſible Touches of his Motions, _ But I 
not only adviſe Perſons Communicating, 
but earneſtly preſs conſtant Communion 
after too: For the Graces here received 


(in Confirmation) will certainly wear off 


thro the Weakneſs and Wickedneſs of our 


Mortality. And this is be ſure the moſt 


powerful, Means, to ſet a new Edge on. 


them, when blunted, and reſtore them to 


their former Vigor, Activity, and. Effica- 
cy. The Work of Religion is not ſtruck 
out in a Heat: Tis a Work for our whele 
Life ; becauſe tis a Work for our Eternal 


Life. Many are the Steps and Stages to. 


P 


be paſſed thro' , in perfecting the Saint; 
and Variety of Turns to. be expected in 
this Warfare: Sometimes Conqueſt, ſome- 
times Defeat; ſometimes Noble Hopes, 


ſometimes as Cold Deſpair: Sometimes 


Triumphs in God, ſometimes Mourning, 
and Dejection of Spirit : Variety of ſharp 
and contrary Paſſions and Affections, 
FT» tempting, 


tempting, and toſſing, and trying our ve- 
iy Souls, will ſurround and combat us. 
He that looks for an eaſy Work of Con- 
erſion, ſhews he underſtands yet but lit- 
tle of that matter: He that expects a ſhore 
one, forgets that his whole Life is one 
continued State of Trial and Probation : 
is And both theſe haſty ſort of vMeaverts 
je will be deluded,, and certain rr 
IItcheir Expectations. Therefore, God, who 
g, Ibeſt knew our State, ſurrounded us with 
n flo many various Helps and Afliſtances : 
:d BWe are born in Baptiſm , ſtrengthned in 
f, Confirmation, recruited in the Bleſſed Sa- 
ur crament; kept in, and guided by the 
{t [Outward Means of Grace in the Church, 
n and Inward Motion of the Spirit in our 
to Hearts. But none is more powerful than 
a« the Sacrament to this great End; which 
k therefore is enjoined to be frequently re- 
le Eiceived and reſorted to, as a daily Means 
al Hof daily (if we pleaſe) Succour and Con- 


o firmat ion. 
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IR Belftrode Whitleck's Memorials of the Engliſh 
Affairs, from the e e Expedition of Brute 
to this Iſlind, to the End of the Reign of King 
James I. Publiſhed from his Original Manuſcript.  . 
With ſome Account of his Life and Writings, by 
. Pen, Eſq; Governor of Penſiluanis: And a 
Preface, by James Welwood, M. D. Fol. Price 12 5. 


Characters of the Manners of the Age; with the 
Moral Characters of Theophrafius. Tranſlated from 
the Greek. To which is prefix'd, An Account of _ 
his Life and Writings, by Monſieur De La Bruyere. $ 
Made Engl;ſb by ſeveral Hands. The Fifth Edition. 
To which is added, An Original r, of the 
Manner of Living with Great Men: With ſome of 
the moſt Eminent Characters of the Court, Army, 
Cc. of Great. Britain. 8 uv. Price 5 5. 


The Lawyer's Library: A New Book of Inſtrue + 
ments; conſiſting of Precedents , fitted for the * 
T Uſe of Attorneys , Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, Scrive- 
ners, Merchants, Sollicitors, Owners of Ships, 
Mariners, and generally for all Perſons concerned 
in Trade and Commerce. Being the Compleateſt 
Collection of this Nature hitherto extant. 8 vo. 


Price 35. 6d. 
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